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VE Man is ready to think 


l e is not miſtaken. This, I | 
þ doubt . not, you are fully per- 


un ̃ ͤ— concerning yourſelf, | 


by the poſitive Manner in which you deli- : 
ver Four Sentiments. . 
It will be no Compliment to ſay of you, 
you are a Perſon of good Senſe, becauſe 
Four Language and Reaſoning, according | 
2 | | | t 


thus - ” 
_ A — 


* e 2 — Ms + * * 
S ; H . * So, Nat, * 5 
* n N 1 F A 


to your own Scheme, evidently diſcover 
this. | 8 Fen: 75 
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ow Nations of Liberty) I kighly ap- 
© drove ; ; and as to that Part of Chriſtianity, 


I have not the leaſt Objection. I congra- 


tulate you, and thè Age in which I live, 


that Freedom of ' Enquiry is not only per- 
mitted by the Government, but connte- 


nanced by Men of Senſe and Learning 
among all Parties. 


Vet, Sir, you are not ignorant, that a 
Man who candidly propoſes his Objections 
againſt a national Religion, 1s. expoſed to 
Reſentment and Calumny, and looked upon 
by Thouſands as a Monſter of Iniquity and 
Profaneneſs.—You will not require then 
any further Reaſon, why I conceal my 
Name. It is not a fond Defire of being an 
Author, neither a Proſpect of Gain, nor a 
paſſionate Ambition of meeting with Ap- 


plauſe, which have induced me to publiſh 


this Letter; but an honeſt and fervent Re- 
gard for Truth. It has been my Lot to 


have 


11. 1. 


have a liberal Education; ; and 1 may ſay. 
that in ſome Meaſure, it has been my 
higheſt Delight, next to a devout Contem- 
plation of the Perfections and Works of 
God, to employ myſelf i in the Study of the 


learned Languages, and the Arts and Sei- 
ences. 


But I am conſcious to myſelf, I have not 
made ſuch a Proficiency in them, nor im- 
proved myſelf ſo far 'in our copious Lan- 
guage, on a Suppoſition I had no contemp- 
tible Capacity, as to prevent ſome juſt Cen- 
ſures from this learned and critical Age, 
However, the Matter before me requires 
not any diſtinguiſhed Abilities to treat it; 
it is only neceſſary a Man ſhould have com- 
mon Senſe and Underſtanding, with a to- 


lerable. Share of TONY. x 


In your Introduction you reflect on a 
venerable Biſhop (Vol. I. Page 24.) for at- 
tempting to defend Chriſtianity, without 
telling us plainly what he means by it. 


3 W 
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As the Title Page of yqur unn 


informed me that the Subject of them was; 


The Principles and Evi dences of natural. Re- 
ligion, and the Chriſtian 


5 tioned not, but a — — Ability. ö 


would be conſiſtent; and avoid the Cenſure 
you pronounced on the Biſhop. Accord- 
ingly I read on, full of Expectation to find 
2 rational Account of what you mean by 
the Goſpel ot Chriſtianity, the Divine Au- 
thority of which you were to ſupport. After 
reading with ſome Entertainment, your 
Diſſertations upon the Perfections and Ways 
of God, in the eighth Sermon I find you 
expreſs yourſelf thus By the Goſpel 
J mean what the Apoſtle (Vol. I. Page 
199.) defineth in his Goſpel in the Text, 
te and what all the Writers in the New 
« Jeſſament mean by it, 97%, The Doctrine 
* of another Life, and of the Rewards of 
Divine Juſtice in it diſpenſed by our Sa- 
„ viour.”—That I cannot miſtake your 
Meaning, is evident from another Paſſage, 

where you, ſum up your Opinion, of the 


 Goipel ina few Words, thus: That Gon 


* „ * will 
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WE 


| 40 will aſſuredly raiſe Mankind to. 8 


- 


Life, (Vol, I, Page 200.) and judge them 


10 according to their Actions by Chriſe our 


« gaviour. — You likewiſe obſerve in a 
| Paragraph before this That i it IS of Im- 
e portance to diſtinguiſh the Goſpel itſelf, 


0 from the Train of Circumſtances, Events, 
* Diſcourſes, Arguments, Aſſertions, and 


6 


Inſtructions, which are recorded. in the 
% New Teſtament in Proof and Defence of 
*<-the Goſpel, and to promote its Spread 
* and Influence.” If you mean by this 
Diſtinction, to ſeparate all other Doctrines 


mentioned by the Writers of the New 7. 
tament from the Goſpel, and to confine 


yourſe elf to the Defence of a future State and 
Judg ment, as I think you muſt; I truſt it 
will 5 ear before I have finiſhed my' E- 
piſtle, that you, ſcarcely deſerve the Name 
of Chriſtian ; ; or at leaſt, that you cannot 
be termed, a fair and impartial Defender 
of Chriſtianity, 


"Gove me Leave to affirm, Sir, that no Man 
of any K will objec to the Morality 
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1 
of Cheſianity, nor to the Doctrine of a 155 


ture State therein aſſerted. But to aver, that 


the Religion of He efus, which you take upon 
you to defend, is only a Diſcovery of a fu- 
ture State of Exiſtence, and of a Judge- 
ment which is to be Exerciſed towards Men 


by that Prophet, I am apprehenſive, can- 


not be defended, without treating the Book 


you call the New Te eftament, with a Partia- 


lity and Violence no true Chriſtian can n ſup- 
per 


I have read your Diſcourſes with ſome 
Attention ; z and fince peruſed the Books o 
the New Teſtament, and am brought, b 
the Evidence which at preſent appears to 
my Mind, to the following Dilemma. 
« Either to receive Chriſtianity and ſome 
«* of its Docttines, the Reaſon and Pro- 


« priety of which, in ſame Inſtances, I 


<« never ſaw explained; and which, a Man 
<* that has his Mind in any Meaſure im- 
« proved by natural Religion, will nat im- 
te plicitly believe.—Or, on the other Hand, 
te to reject the Book of the New Teſtament 
ee with 


17 1 
<« with Reſpect to its Doctrines, as a meer 
In Jumble of unintelligible Mctaphors, and 
a Jargon of Oriental Fi igures that c convey 
ce no clear Ideas. Now I am driven to 
the latter of theſe Conſequences, if Chriſti- 
anity intended to convey no more to the 
Mind, than what you mean by the Goſs 


pel, and what is contained in N Dif- 
courſes. | | 
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Fd 1 cannot believe, * That a GOD 
would ever ſo influence a Set of Men to 
« write Books, which ſhould contain no 
cc Doctrines or Duties but what were true, 
and no hiſtorical Relations but what 
were Matters of Fact, and recommend 
< it to Mankind as the beſt Guide to Hea- 
« yen, and yet permit them to make uſe 
of Words, Metaphors, Similies, Figures, 
and Alluſions that were not upon the 
« whole eaſy to be underſtood.” If you do 
not believe, Sir, that the Apoſtles were thus 
influenced according to the above Account 
(which Chriſtians call Inſpiration) you 
muſt come over to us, you are no Chri- 


T | ſtian, . 
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" By this Time you EY diſcern that the 


12 Fe of my Epiſtle is is to ewt vou, 1 5 


that I cannot receive Gig upon your 
Terms. You may call me a blind Unbz- 
liever, and others, who receive what I ſhall 
endeavour. to ſhew you is the evident Senſe 
of the Goſ pel, as blind. Believers, 4 but the 
thinking Part of the World know well, that 
to be Pofitive : and ack is not las 
to be right. 45 

But let me ff make ſome Remarks on 
the Term Goſpel, which you fay ſignifies 
nothing more than the Aſſurance of a future 
State, and a Judgment by the Man Chriſt 
Jeſaus, when uſed by the New 7 er, 
Writers, 


I need not inform you that the Word ac- 
cording to its Derivation and general Uſe, 
means good News or glad Tidings. It is 

evidently 


© 9 * 1 
evidently adopted by Mark, fie an hiſtori- 
cal Narration of what Chriſt did and ſpoke, 
as you may fee in the very firſt Sentence of 
his Hiſtory. *©* The Beginning of the Gof- 
« bel of Teſts Cbriſ the Son of GOD.” 
Therefore it muſt include in it, not only 

the Diſcovery of a future State, and of a 


Judgment by Jeſus Cbriſt; but likewiſe the - 
Method, which he and his Followers under | 


bis Direction, publ iſhed to Mankind; 
—— they may be beſt prepared, ac- 
ing to their Notions, for LR Happineſs 


of another World. This is what they call 
good News and glad Tidings, 


This you will find to be the aſt ge- 


neral and uſual Acce ry of the Ward, 
with the Writers of the New 7. eftament. 


Now, a future State of Exiſtence, and 3 
Judgment after Death, were a Part only of 
Paul's Goſpel. And Rom. ii. 16. where 
he ſpeaks © of Gop's judging the Secrets 
* of Men by Jeſus Cbriſt, according to his 
ce Goſpel,” he means thus: Either, that 
his Religion | a be the Rule of their 
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Acquittance or Condemnation; or Which 


is a much better Interpretation, 1 appre- 
hend, that the Judgment would, be regu- 
lated according to the Manner in which he 


; - uſually conceived and repreſented, when | 


he preached the Reli 80h of Jeſus. 


it ſhall not be chargeable with Arro- 
gance, if I affirm, you muſt with Shrewd- 5 
neſs, or an unpardonable Inadvertency, 
have paſſed over twice the third Verſe of 
the 15th Chapter of the firſt Epiſtle to the 
Corinthians, when you brought ſome other, 
Proofs 'out of this Chapter to ſhew. what 
the Apoſtle intends by the Goſpel. In 
that Verſe he mentions as one grand Arti- 
cle of the Chriſtian Religion, and as the 
firſt Particular of the Goſpel.— How that 


Chrift died for our Sins according. to, the 


- Scriptures. Did you not obſerve this Paſ- 
| ſage ? Can you have omitted i it without the 
' moſt audacious Partiality ? Is there any an- 


cient Manuſcript that wants it Before 
then you had roundly faid, © All the Wri-, 
« ters of the New Te e uſed the Word 


"5 n- 


[ 11 ** | 1 
te in your Senſe, you ſhould have e6nſolel | 2 
ec ed them with Impartiality, and inter- 
te preted them fairly, and you would have 
« found it otherwiſe.” In ſhort, Sir, no- 
thing I preſume, could have influenced 
you to have confined the Term Goſpel to 

a future State, and Judgment by Chr: ift; 
contrary to its general Acceptation with the 
Writers of the New Teftament, and the 
univerſal - Senſe of the Defenders of the 

_ Chriſtian Syſtem, but an unjuſtifiable Fond- 
neſs for Singularity, or a Conſciouſneſs of 
its being a hard Taſte to defend the Whole of 
mn ä 


1 attempt to give you a ſhort 
Acenunt of what I apprehend (if it has any. 
Meaning) to be the Doctrine of the Goſpel 
as well as the Aſſurance of a future State and 
Judgment, taken intirely from my o.wn 
Peruſal of the New Teſtament. By the Goſ- 
pel you ſee then I mean Chriſtianity, or the 
Religion of Jeſus, as all other Men do. 
Lou muſt either ſhew me the Reaſonable. 
ele of theſe Things I here produce, before 
4 " hl - - Hem 


n 1 
1 can receive the Seriptures as Ohipoſim 
of Iaſpiration; of convince'me by jaſt Cri- 
ticiſm, according to the common Senſe of 

Language, that the Beds of the New Tef- 
tament intend to eb v,- nothing more to 


our Minds than a gbod Syſem of Morality, 
inforced with the Diſtovery of a future 


State and Judgment; whichrisalbyourmake 
of it, unleſs Jam -egregiouſly 'miftaken:; at 
leaſt, it is all yo Wr on in . . 


courſes. ‚ 3 13 


You ſee our Principles upon the 'whote 
are the ſame. The Difference is onhy here, 
you acknowledge the Scriptures to be the 
Effect of Inſpiration, as I have'before He- 
ſcribed it, but I deny it. Vou and others 
may call me by the tidrrible Name of Dent, 
however I think with ybu àlthõſt in every 
Article. In Fact, there is only this Dif- 
ference, you call yourſelf a Chriſtian,—I de 
not. Vou believe herr is but vm G0 
ſo do I.— bat there is u future State. 
This is an Artiele 8f my firm Belief.— 
T bat there is to be an Pnigartial — 

I like- 


Tad 

1 likt-withe heartily aſſent to it. 
upon your perſonal Goadneſi for Salva. 
This is my Sentiment. Truly, Sir, though 
you may be deemeda Chillin, nd I a 
Deiſt, we are Brethren |; for thee Wind 
any Ting material in which! we differ, 
unleſs it be the Inſpiiatioh of the Nrw Ti *. 


cament. And af Lhave a Suffirieney ef Evi- 
dende to believe At vn do, ds I really 


think L havr from a Variety of Cenſidera- 
tions, without becotning a Chriſtian in this 
particular; the real Difference between us 
would not be worth diſputing about, did 
not you, and ſome of your'Brethten, make 
ſuch a Stir and Buſtle Dee its pro- 
digious Importance,” But I ſtop this Di- 
 ovflicn, ud proceed te give you ſome 
Account ef what cvidermly appears to me 

che Senſe of the Golpel, which you, in 
your Diſcourſes, have omitted intirely, or 
touebed n but Ty mene 3 


Here I will 1 myſelf to the Words 
vf -Scriptore, and endeaveur to draw nod 
Concluſion, but what will naturally flow 


- 


from 


> 

* 

UF 
8 

1 

1 

33 

N 
We | 
N 
? 
2 


i 4 
1 

:% 

N 1 

. 

* : a 
0 
1 
Vl 

4 
*,X] 
057 

1 
1 

4 
4 

ö 

! 

: 

bo 
1 
1 

bs. 

e 


* — 2. 
2 * 
POR — - 
— —— - —— 


— — — 


— 2 
23 
3 oy rhe 
_ pt wr 


— 
P — 
_ — 
7 4 - * * 


4 1. 
from thence. Let every) honeſt Mind 
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1 Wag Armed © of, Fang whole Bulk of 


M by a Jerich When randfiipda,- 


will find the Chriſtian Writers following 
him. — . The Lord locked down: from 
1 Heaven upon the Children of Men, to 
<« ſee if there were any that did underſtand 
<« and.ſeck Gop,”.. The Reſult of his Ob- 


ſervation. was this, he found, © That they 


<« are all gone aſide; they are altogether 
te become filthy: nn is none that do 
NT no not one. 
Nm "A us 5 ps Paul. 1 8 
this Subject, whom you affirm. to be in- 
« fallibly in the Right, and underſtood the 
ir * Religion of o * as well as any, Mag.” 
1 Alla ! | : 
* Nom. ili. 9. 5 For we 3 3 N 
Wy: b both Jews and Gentiles, that 80 
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is Sin b taken paſſively in the New 7 eftament and other 
1 | n 


& 


EI 

« are all under Sin, V. 19. Now we 
know that what Things ſoever the Law 
<- faith-; it ſaith to them who are oy 


ce the Law: That every Mouth may 
«, ſtopped, and all the World become To | 
« before G0 D.“ —Both- Jews and Gentiles 
are under that Law by which is the Know- 
ledge of Sin.—Verſe 23. For all have 
<« ſinned and come ſhort of the Glory of 
« Gon.“ — —Jeſus often repreſents thoſe who 
believe not, as in a State of Condemnation, 


for not receiving the . of . 
propoſed: to them. Fr; © 


But K you ſeem 1 to acknowledge, 
1 mean, that all Mankind are corrupted by 
Sin, and guilty before Gop; I ſhall there- 
fore infiſt no Rios upon it. 


— 


Greek Authors. Give it a py Signification hen it will 
be literally interpreted thus, underſtanding the Prepoſition - 
o rather of Time than Place. —Nam jam ante (under the 
Old Teftament Diſpenſation) accuſati ſumus nos ommes five Fu- 
dzos, five Graces, ſub Peccato . This is natural, as the 
Chriſtian Religion appears to be an I mprovement upon the 
n. and much of it is borrowed from thence. 


* 


Let 


* — <> * 
A e 


_ 


bez that they could do n 
" Purpoſe in Religion without his Affiſtanee. 
The cnleus Faul your Chriſtian Cha- 


—— 


ke 


Let me nom: produce s „er 
which ſpeale of the Weakneſs of Men in 
Coniaquance of [this Comuption. : Choi a 


upon themes as being unable. 16 do any 


Ah wks him. John xv. f. 1 fup- 
pole, if you give this any Meaning, ir muſt 


othing te any good 


pion, - agreeable to this Doctrine, in a Time 
of Diffieulty prays unto his Lord for Grace 


-to ſupport him. In the third Chapter of 


his ſecond Epiſtle to the Corintbian Chriſ- 
tians, he ſpeaks of himſelf and Brethren 
after this Manner. Not that we are ſuf- 
<« ficient of ourſelves, to think apy Thing | 
c as of ourſelves ; but our Sufficieney is of 
God. Here you find the Doctrine of 
Man's Inability aſſerted concerning the A- 
poſtles, wbom we may term Pirft-rate 
Chriſtians. You will hereafter ſee the 
Reaſon of my introducing theſe Paſſiges of 
the New e Bigg when I attend $0 ano- : 
ther Part of it. F 5 OS <8: 


TH 1 

1 ok next Place, hear what the pres 
tended inſpired Writers ſay, 2 | 
| Redgmption or Salvation of Mankind. 


The Hiſtorian Matthews 1 chat an 
Angel was ſent from Heaven to Joſeph, to I 
FF his putting away his eſpouſed Wife, 

ho proved pregnant, Part of his Mellage | 
th: this, Matthew), 21. And ſhe ſhall 
ee bring forth a Son, and thou ſhalt call his 
« Name Jeſus : For he ſhall ſave his Peo- 
te ple from their Sins“ The Reaſon of his 
being termed a Saviour you ſee is plain, 3 
| cauſe be was to ſerve bis People from their Sin. 
1 ſuppoſe, if it ſigniſies any Thing, it was 
to deliver them from its Guilt, Influence, 
and its Conſequences in another World: 
Becauſe your Favourite Paul exprefles him- 
ſelf thus, 1 75%. i. 10. — Even Teſus, 
« who delivered us from the Wrath ta 
« come.” This Phraſe is only applicable 


to another World. Now we learn, none 


were ſaved in this Senſe, but they who 
were 5 tdoned and ſandtified. This is the 
We ialect of * Chriſtianity From hence 

D .: - you 


18 


learn w at Nase the Chriſtian 
Wah Had öf "their: "Maſter's > "Salyation,; z it 
Was ide nely Tide hing NE than a Deli- 


then arkneſs. 2 
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hon of, Sin in, Hebrews 1 ix. 22. The 


65 1 "that.Gop dic nat ever. pardon, Sin, 

Gd -ſome R Regard to the Shilling of 
god, in Sacrifi * Bu © the latter. 5 

che e Blob | of Bal ls "and Goats did. not tak | 


Hz ix 


away Sin; 3 e they ell us, .*< 45 25 
« once. appeared. to take away Sin, by the 
« e Sacrifice of himſelf,” 1 Ver. 26. Chap. 


n 10, 12. 
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2 tlie Jews od. Che fp * That 


Le Frans a which ſeems evidently. as fol- 
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451 


105 12 But this Man after Re Kat i 1 


ce fered: one Sacrifice for Sins, fort) eyer far, 
« down on the Ri ght Hand of Gop.”. 
They call him too, "Fs Lamb W from, 
650 * e op the- Wand,” ny 


* | 
1 9 ; # \ 4 * hy 5 p 


n be New 7. Nat Wiiters; ele 
to this Notion, often ſpeak of Remiſſion of 
Sin through bie Bled. Of being waſhed 


from their Sins in his Blood.—Of Redemp- | 
tion through bis Blood. Chriſtians are ſaid” | 


to be redeemed unto Gop by his Blood, out 
of every Nation and People, — Redeemed 
not with corruptible Things, as with Silver 


and Gold, büt WK the precious Blood: of | 


Cbriſ and the Church of Go» is ſaid to 
be purellaled with! bil Bh. He is alſo 
termed, a Propitiation for Sin through Faith' 
in zie Blois GbR 160ktd on what he 
did upon the Cròſs as an Aceptable Sacri- 
fice, and in Conſideration of Which, ap- 
peared merciful to all who believed in it for 
the Remiſſion of Sin. Thus Chrift is termed 


a Sin-Offering.—Is ſaid to have given him- 


Alf," the Juſt for the Unjuſt, an Offering 
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ad 4 Sacrifice unto Gop for a fwectenel- 
ling Sayour ; and there are many ether ſuch 


Expreftions i in the Goſpel. Jeſus himſelf, 
in the Words of the Inſtitution, expreſsly 
ſiys to his Diſciples, when holding up the 
Wine that repreſented his Blood.—** This 
* is my Blood of the New Teftament, which 
« is ſhed for many for the Remiſſion of 


Sins. The glorified Spirits in Heaven 


are ſaid to make this the Subject of their 
Songs, That the Lamb who was flain, 
* had redeemed them. unto Gop by his 
cc Rene 


ed 


Conſider now, „Sie, Ky WAS the) uni : 
verſal Opinion of Mankind, concerning the 
Neceſſity of Animal Saprifices to appeaſe 
the Deity, when the Chriſtian Religion was. 
firſt. publiſhed ; and if the New Teffament 
Writers did not intend to repreſent | the 


Death of their Maſter as propitiatory, they 


uſed Terms, Metaphors, and Figures, that 
were ſubject to the groſſeſt Abuſe ; which 
I thipk is inconſiſtent with the Notion of 
Inſpiration, . On the other Hand, as to the 

Abſur- 


hay 


| Abfurdity of ſuppoſing animal iel 
which is a cruel Practice, a neeeſſary Part 
of Religions I need not mention it to you, 


The other Notions of Chriſt's Death, 
under the Repreſentations of a Ranſom, 
Purchaſe or Price, are all eaſily explained 
to ſignify this, That what Chrift did and 
ſuffered at his Death was accepted of the 
Father, as the Reaſon why he ſhould, con» 
ſiſtently with the Honours of his Laws and 
Government, pardon and accept the Be- 
heving and Penitent. If it will bear any 
Interpretation, it muſt be eee bike 
this, 1 in my Judgment. | 


Should you reply this cannot be, 3 
the Chriſtian Writers repreſent the pardon- 
ing of the guilty, and the receiying them 
into Favoyr, as an Act of meer Mercy or 
unmerited Grace. To this I may anſwer, 
with great Reaſon, in the Language of ſome 
Chriſtians, that it is always added through 
Fefus Chriſt ; or mentioned as the Conſe- 
quence of what he had borne and dane. 
It 


TONE han to 
Nicht of his Purchaſe. Without ad- 
Mitting this, there is a | notorious Impro- | 
priety in attributing the procuring Cauſe of 
Chiriffihns Salvation tothe Actions and Suf- 
ferings S Jeu, which the New: "Teftament 


[ 2r 7. 
em but "Yes link. 


efidoubtally:: does ir A Variety” of Places. 
It was Merey unmerited for Gop to accept 
of a Mediator, but when the Saviour: hag: 
done what: was ſtipulated; he may demand 
for ins People upon the Footing of Riglit, 
their Remiffion' and: Salvation. Thus ſay 
t&Generality of Chriſtians, and then they 
ire ſome Meaning to Paſſages of both 
Kinds. You may not admit this Interpre- 
tation, but really, Sir, let any impartial Per- 
fons, who read the Scriptures: withòut Pre- 
judice, for or againſt any dentiments, jüdge, 
and they willzadmit it, 1 believe; the bet 
Nr porn uns en (VOWS 0201 


p 


52 . 
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IF. you treat * Doctrine with Con- 
, tempt, I muſt borrow: it to throw:it upon 
cChriſtianity, for certainly it: is a Part of the 


den That the Death of Chrift,was'tho * 
Cauſe | 


verb l ＋ a eh — 

VA hb rn hott hap Tau 
lation, y hether / it were. poſfible, for. Writ 
ters flo mals. Uſe, of Words and Phraſes. 
5 POPE + 19 os This , 
That .thy Death of: @hniſh, auer Ehr h 
and the procuring Cauſe of ; the, N 
Sin to every Believer than what they yo 


done in the A IS Roar 10 


bs . 514 1 ol 21 


Chyiſtianiry, is, al an Aer ſtuffed 

with. Oriental Sir Milies and Figures (as. yow 
are ready to admit the Hiſtory tte 
Fall was) and a moſt obſcure and abſurd 
2 if that is not the Doctrine of the 
ego Teſtament. 1 10 8 reds ttitioi ein 


2 n 1 af 
< oy * : 4" > Us — 
4; Weid wo? 9! tl by Th 32 219. 


The heſt Men, That ever dad Chri- 
ſtiagity,, were ſome pf the Martyrsz as you 
call them, I belieyp awot fu were 


? 


v 1 * % 
&? 101 10 Fi. 12 


honeſt well-meaning Perſons; they almoſt 
to a Man received this Doctrine as an im- 
portant and diſtingaiſhittg Part + of of Chriſtia- 
| nity. And 1 dare ſay, the Generality of 


Yeh] Chriſtians 
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all Denominations, upon 
the firſt reading of the Scriptures, will ad- 
mit it. But this is liffle practiſed among 
Wet me further obſerve, moſt, if 
not uf of my Brethren, have underſtood 
, to be ene of the Peculiarities 
of the e and much infifted upon in 


Reaſonableneſs of this Article, or 5 to 
me, by eaſy * and 


But F muſt tell yon, it muſt be better 
Criticiſm than you have made upon the 
Word Anti-Chriſt (where you obſerve it 
fignifics a Vicar) and what” you have re- 
marked upon tlie Phraſe * 25 wu), Ayl 
in your Sermon upon Nn xv. 17. 
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* This Phraſe i is not once vſed as I can find, eichet wick 
or without the Article, to-fignify any Thing but that —_ 
eye oder enabled the Apoſtles o work Mirseſts. 


ik | a Really 


doo» 


#5 « t Ns 


Really, Sir, * cannot 


70u attempt to remove * Doctrine Som. 
mentioned from the New Te eftament, in ſo 
mean a Light; that as you ſay of 3 certain 

ord and ſome of our Brethren, If you, 
te were to comment upon any of the Claſ- 
56 ſics, with ſuch Ignorance and Miſreprę- 
4 ſentation of the Author's Senſe and Spirit, 


6c 75 would be and 5 1 


d bat noble. Lond been ps per- 


haps. he had been capable of ſhewing yours 
from the general Senſe of Chriſtians in all 
Ages, the Scope of the Goſpel itſelf, and 
the current Acceptation of Grgeb. Phraſes, 
that the Charge you throw upon him, 
with moxe Propriety, belong to ycurſelf, 


* 


. . 7 a 5 " 


I: ſubmit it to the common Senſes of 
Mankind, whether his fatyricalPencil might 
not have juſtly. painted a Man in the-moſt 
ridiculous, Forms of Preſumption and- Ignov 


| Fange, who ſhould have had the Boldneſs 
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and Arrogance to ſay, That the Goſpel was 


nothing more than the Diſcovery of a future 
State, and an Aſſurance of a Judgment, 
bod was to be adminiſtred by the Man 


Chrift eſis. 


[3 "WO 8 a 2 3 
1 produce one more Article of Chriſtia- 


nity, amongſt many others I might men- 


tion, and that is the Doctrine uſually term- 
ed by Chriſtians, The Influences of the Spi- 
rit. By which it is natural to underſtand | 


dike internal Aſſiſtance of Light and 


Strength, that is given to the moral Powers 
of Chriſtians, without which they cannot 
be prepared for Heaven. You cannot, I 
think, explain many Texts, without mang- 
ling them moſt ſhockingly, unleſs you ad- 
mit this Suppoſition.— I am not at all con- 
cerned for the n of this. 


Here I firſt turn you to the Converſation 
which paſſed between the Jewiſh Ruler, 
Nicodemus and Jeſus Chriſt, in the third 
Chapter of John. Read this Paſſage and 
you pil find, that by being born again of 
the Spirit, it is 'moſt natural to ſuppoſe, 


Teſus 


4* 


N 1 27 1 


J 5 deſigns 2 moral or ſpiritual Change in 
the Powers of a Man's Soul, without which 
he could not enter into the Kingdom of 
Gop.—T think if there were not ſomething 
more meant by Regeneration here than 
' Baptiſm, and ſomething different from mi- 
raculous Gifts, the Ruler in Jae! would 
not have had any Difficulty in underſtand- 


ing him, as both theſe were common to 


the Jewiſh Nation, if their Writers are to 


be credited. Compare John i. 12, 13. with 
this Paſſage.— 


. — 


The Writers of the New JTeſſament ac- 


cording to the above-mentioned Doctrine, 


often ſpeak of Chriſtians being,— — Renewed 
in the Spirit of their Minds, — Created in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works.—Made new 
Creatures.—And of their being ſanctified 
by the Spirit of Gop. They evidently mean 
ſomething different by theſe Expreſſions 


from their applauded Qualifications for 


Ng Miracles. 


You may ſee what I would deduce con- 
cerning this Point from the Goſpel, ex- 
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prelled ia one Verſe, 75 Pa ubs, Romaneviii, 6. 
4 But pe fre bot in the. Fleſh bu it in the 


E Spielt, if. ſo be that the Spirit. of Gop 


60 dwell in you. Now if any. Man hav 
1 not the Spirit e of Cr he is none of his.“ 
It is plain by the Spirit of GOD. and of 
Crit the Apoſtle intends here, that Perſop 
called the Holy Ghoſt, and not Man- s Spirit 
dr Reaſon ſubduing the oppoſite Inclina- 
tions of Vice, as you intimate, (Vol. J. 
Page 245.) Becayſe the Apoſtle repreſents 
in the- 16th Verſe, this ſame Spirit as bear- 
ing Witneſs with + Chriſtians Spirits, that 
they are the Sons of Gop. If then we were 
to give it your unheard-of Meaning, the 
Senſe would be thus,—The Sferit of our 
Regfon bearerb Witngfs with our Spirits of 
Fleſh that we ore the Sons of GOD. Or it 
muſt be thus, Our Spirits beareth Witneſs 


with ou 9 Ma 7 Te ae the Children. of 


5 I» 


Man q  Ipability anal (his Doaine yoke 
together without any Reluctance.* - 


You may ſee too, from this Chapter of 
Pens, that the Spirits Aſſiſtance, which i is 


the 


— 


tt 


the-Subje& of many. Verſes in its got wi 


raculous; but chat which is requiſite to pu- 


rify and reform a Man. And unleſs. you 
can prove from the New 7. eflament, that by 


the Spirit of Gop is meant the Reaſon of 


Man, you cannot avoid allowing it to be-a 
Scripture Doctrine: : I mean, the Influences 
of 155 Spirit as above explained. Neither 
wilbit be allowed you to confine ſuch As- 
ſiſtance t to the firſt Chriſtians, becauſe there 


is not the leaſt Intimation, that this was 


not to be continued to the Church, though 
miraculous. Influences viſibly ceaſed. If you 
confine this to the firſt Chriſtians without 
inſpired Authority, you may likewiſe, by 
the ſame. Reaſoning, confine. all the Pro- 


miſes, Doctrines, and Duties of Chriſtia- | 


| * to them. 


8 
11 


Thus have I given you ſome Specimens | 
of the Doctrines of the Goſpel, that are 
evidently deducible from it, if you will take 
it in its eaſy and natural Interpretation. 
"Theſe, with many others I might have pro- 


dueed, you have omitted in your late Per- 


formance, As you appear to be a Man of 
great 
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4 30 1 
great F rankneſe, Boldneſs, and Heats. 


you will not diſlike to be W as 3 
* are. 13 


7 


Way Sir, I ſhall not point out t the Ab- 


ſurdity of theſe Doctrines, becauſe you will 


acknowledge it too notorious to Men of an- 
larged Thought. It is your Buſineſs then, 
if you think it worth your Attention, and 
are able, to ſhew me and others That the 
Books of the New 7 efiament do not contain 
thefe Doctrines, by true Criticiſm and per- 
'tivent Interpretations, otherwiſe I continue 
ov rejeR Chriſtianity _ your Terms. 

I ſubmit what is 12 propoſed to you 
with great Plainneſs, unto every impartial 
Perſon, who may give this Pamphlet a Pe- 
rufal. Let them compare it with the Goſ- 
pel in any Language, and judge whether 1 
have given it any forced Interpretations, or 
treated it with Ridicule, as m— NE y 
Brethren ars W | 


If in my Animadverſions upon your per- 
"formance, there are "any: Expreſſions too 
2s x! ob | | levers 
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"x 431 A 4 1 


| ſevere. or N and below a 8 


tleman ad Scholar, you will pleaſe to ob- 
ſexme;” Hey are every one borrowed. from 
your. own Writings. Tuſe may 8 the Sy 


10 


lane + JO 0. 


Vou er pre ure yourſelf dud RY 1 
nerd written concerning the Senſe of the 


Scripture, is not taken from any Creeds, 


Confeſſions, Catechiſms, or Syſtems, to 


maintain the Intereſt of a Party, but what 
has been ſuggeſted, as far as I can judge, 


by the moſt apparent and eaſy Senſe of the 
Goſpel, If it does not contain. theſe Do- 
trines, I could affirm, I think upon a Death- 
Bed, that it muſt be all an inexplicable 
Riddle, never intended for the common 
Uſe of Mankind, and unintelligible to all, 8 
but the moſt accompliſhed Scholars. And 


indeed liable to be moſt wretchedly abuſed 


too, by far the greater Part of theſe, as the 


Hiſtory of the Church will demonſtrate. 
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